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The Newsletter of the Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club 
Box 3251 Meaford Ontario N4L 1A5 / www.beavervalleybrucetrail.org 

 Winter 

 2019/20 

 

The Two Escarpments of the  
Beaver Valley   by Stew Hilts 

 

We’re all familiar with the Niagara Escarpment, the rugged line 

of rocky cliffs that our Bruce Trail runs along.  But did you 

know that there are actually two different ‘Escarpment’ cliffs, 

depending on where you are in the valley?  And winter is the 

best time to see some of them. 

Not only are there two cliffs, in this area they are often sepa-

rated by some distance, creating a flat area or ‘bench’ as geol-

ogists would call it, in between, or re-appearing as ‘islands’ of 

this lower level rock, some distance north of the cliffs that we 

think of as the Niagara Escarpment.  More on that in a future 

article, but it’s often not one continuous ‘scarp’ here in the 
          Amabel Cliffs at Old Baldy 

valley.  Because the Niagara Escarpment is usually seen as a steep single cliff with numerous geological layers, as in the Niagara Gorge, 

or along the east shore of the Bruce Peninsula, we’re used to thinking of it as one cliff.  Geologists have long described it this way.  In 

fact the Niagara Escarpment through the Beaver and Bighead valleys is much more complex than that. 

Let’s start with a quick review of how the escarpment was formed.  The rock layers that form today’s Niagara Escarpment were laid 

down starting 450 million years ago, in an enormous tropical sea that stretched from the middle of southern Ontario to Wisconsin, 

much like today’s Gulf of Mexico.  Today this is a geological depression known as the Michigan Basin.  At the time an enormous moun-

tain range, the predecessor of today’s Appalachians, rose off in the east.  Mud running down off this mountain range and spreading as 

far west as southern Ontario in an enormous delta, reddish in colour due to high iron content, formed the first and oldest layer of the 

Niagara Escarpment.  Today it’s known as the Queenston Shale, and it forms the entire length of the Blue Mountain ski slopes, the 

steep-sided ravine below Webwood Falls, and peaks to the surface in a few other places in the valley.  Queenston Shale erodes very 

easily and in rare circumstances forms unique surface feature such as the Cheltenham Badlands.  

Above this layer is the confusing part of the escarpment, a number of thin layers known by many geologists as the Clinton and Cata-

ract Groups.  Geologists have had a heyday with these thin layers.  Working mainly in the Niagara Gorge where there is a completer 

vertical cliff to see, they’ve named about 15 different layers, which come and go and change names from Niagara to Manitoulin Is-

land.  All you have to know is that the Manitoulin Dolostone is the thickest, most dominant and most commonly seen layer here in the 

Beaver Valley.  Dolostone is very hard limestone enriched with magnesium, so it does not erode easily.  This therefore, is the layer 

than forms the second ‘scarp’ in the Beaver Valley.  Above this are the enormous cliffs of Amabel Dolstone that we commonly label 

the escarpment, on top of which usually sits the Bruce Trail. 

We all know that top rocky layer of the Niagara Escarpment, the hard thick blocky Amabel Dolostone. The iconic examples in the val-

ley are cliffs that rise above Kimberley known as Old Baldy, and Metcalf Rock further east, so popular for rock climbing.  The remains 

of an ancient coral reef around the Michigan Basin when it was a tropical sea, this layer jumps out especially at high cliffs like these.  

View either of these sites from a mile or two away and you’ll see that they are definitely not flat.  They are large hummocky features 

that rise high above the surrounding landscape all year round.  These big headlands are also somewhat intermittent, just as a  coral 

reef is today. 
… / continued on page 4  
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Volunteers :   Like many volunteer organizations, the Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club is always looking for interested people to serve on the 

Trail , on the Board, or in other capacities.  If you would like to be a volunteer, please contact Kelly Killoran at info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org. 

Newsletter Submissions :   “Beaver Tales” welcomes all member submissions!   We would love to include any articles, photos or stories 

that you send us.  Deadline for submissions, Spring issue:  March 15, 2020.  Send to Editor of “Beaver Tales” at info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org. 

Get “Beaver Tales” – Electronically:   In order for us to save trees and cut our “Beaver Tales” newsletter costs, we are asking mem-

bers to sign up for it electronically.  Please notify the Editor, or BTC’s Lyndsey Wilkerson at info@brucetrail.org, if you want to switch to receiving 
the Newsletter electronically, and with  your correct email address, she will send you a link to each new issue as it comes out.  Thanks! 

Advertising in “Beaver Tales” :  Ad rates for one year (3 issues):  Business card size $60;  ¼ page $120; ½ page $180. Contact Steve 

Griffiths for advertising information at info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org. 
 

The Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC):   Box 857, Hamilton, L8N 3N9  /  800-665-4453 / 905-529-6821 / Fax  905-529-6832 / 

www.brucetrail.org / info@brucetrail.org.         MISSION STATEMENT:  Preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for everyone, forever. 

Beaver Valley 

Bruce Trail Club 

Hike Schedule 

“Beaver Tales” no longer in-
cludes information about up-
coming hikes and special events. 

 

Because “Beaver Tales” only 
comes out three times a year, 
hike leaders  and other special 
events organizers find they have 
difficulty predicting and keeping 
to a schedule that is so far in the 
future. 

Weather, Intervening events, 
and life seem frequently to con-
spire to mess up the schedule — 
one that seemed so logical just 
five months back, when we sub-
mitted it to the printers! 

Instead, members are asked to 
check  the BVBTC website or 
Facebook page for hikes and 
special events, which are dis-
played month by month, and 
with three months‘ worth of 
information up at any given 
time. 

 

Go to beavervalleybrucetrail.org 
for  more information. 

     “The idea of wilderness needs no defense, it needs only defenders.”   

                                                                                                                                                                                         Edward Abbey 

  
Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club 

2019/2020 Officers and Directors 

To contact the Club, or any of its Officers or Support Volunteers person-
ally, please write to: info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org and your inquiry 
will be directed to the right person. 

Directors 

President Jill Smith-Brodie Past President Ros Rossetti 

Vice Presidents Alison Carey 
Alan McPherson 

Secretary Ruth Plant 

Land Stewardship Mike Osborn 

Trail Activities Glenda Collings Director at Large Joan Nuffield 

Trail Development 
and Maintenance 

Bob Hann Special Events Nadia Dubyk 
  

Treasurer Mike Arkless BTC-Club Liaison Bruce King 

Communications 
and Publicity 

Margaret Yar-
askavitch 

Members and Vol-
unteers 

Kelly Killoran 

Support Volunteers 

Newsletter Editor Joan Nuffield Webmaster Irena Marinko 

Chainsaw Crew 
Leader 

Blain Horsley Information Ser-
vices 

Mike Osborn 

Landowner Rela-
tions and Land Se-
curement 

Jill Smith-Brodie 
(Interim) 

Invasive Species 
Managers 

Bob Hann 
Joan Nuffield 

Advertising Reve-
nues 

Steve Griffiths Archive Support Fred Young 

Emergency Contact:  For trees down on the Trail, etc., please let us 
know at: info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org 

mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@brucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
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President’s Message – Winter 2018-2019 

by Jill Smith-Brodie 

Happy New Year!  2020 promises to be an especially busy year for the Beaver Val-
ley Club.  We have properties that will be closing, exciting new reroutes, major 
projects in the works, and that is on top of all the day-to-day volunteer work we 
do!  Then there is all the planning necessary for our Club to prepare to host the 
Bruce Trail Conservancy’s Annual General Meeting on the weekend of October 16-
18, 2020.  

For those of you who might have missed this, Maclean’s magazine created an in-
augural ranking of Canada’s best charities in 2020.  The top picks listed spent do-
nor money most efficiently and were most transparent about what they did with 
it.  The BTC was chosen as Maclean’s top pick for Canada’s best environmental 
charity.  

I frequently am asked if cycling, now a four-season sport, is allowed on the Bruce 
Trail.  In most areas, the policy is determined by the wishes of the landowner.  The 
Bruce Trail  meanders  through  public lands,  private lands and  lands that  the BTC  

has purchased.   Where the Bruce Trail owns or controls the property, biking is prohibited.  Some conservation authorities or provincial 
parks may permit biking in specific areas that may overlap with the Bruce Trail.  Be sure to check the signage on each trail ahead of 
time and respect the landowner’s wishes.  

Looking for more winter challenges?  The Beaver Valley has two areas where cross-country ski trails intersect the Bruce Trail.  Kolapore 
Uplands Wilderness Trails, at 50 km in length, offers a back country cross-country ski experience.  Many of the trails are quite challeng-
ing, but one section of the system has easier trails.  The area is managed and maintained by volunteers. There is no charge for use of 
the Kolapore trails, although donations and memberships are appreciated.  Check their website for information on purchasing trail 
maps.  The Kolapore ski trails can be accessed at two points off Grey County Road 2, north of Feversham.  

The Beaver Valley Nordic Ski Club, now in its sixth season and growing, has over 8 km of groomed track-set trails. The trailhead is at the 
north end of the Beaver Valley Ski Club overflow parking area, directly across from the Keg and the BVSC main parking area.  Member-
ship, day use details, trail maps and directions to the trailhead can be found on their website.   In the winter, no walking, snowshoeing, 
dogs or bikes are allowed on any of the cross-country ski trails. 

With the two new hike schedule options, you could experience a winter adventure every day.  Now you can access just the “Beaver 
Valley” schedule or choose the “All Bruce Trail Clubs” schedule and have endless choices.  Scheduled activities are updated on a regular 
basis, and with all Clubs using the same rating system, you can pick activities suitable to your ability.  So, keep checking the Beaver Val-
ley Bruce Trail Club website and keep in the know! 

“… Only in winter, in the country, can you have longer, quiet stretches when you can savour belonging to yourself.”  — Ruth Stout 

                             May the wonders of winter be with you, 

                                                                                                Jill  
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           Stew Hilts  / … continued from page 1 

 

Amabel Cliffs at Metcalf Rock 

All this was happening 450-420 million years ago, before there 

were any land plants or animals, let alone dinosaurs, which 

came eons later.  All these layers are on top of each other, but 

the top layer, the Amabel Dolostone, does not extend quite as 

far across the landscape as the lower layers.  That’s why, for 

example, as you drive up Grey Road 7 from Kimberley to Mea-

ford, the escarpment ends at Griersville Rock, several miles 

south of Meaford.  Unseen to your eyes, the lower layers are 

extending further, almost up to the edge of Georgian Bay. 

The second, less obvious, cliff in the valley is only visible in a 

few specific places, because it is mostly buried under glacial 

debris or the talus slope below the more dominant Amabel 

cliffs.  This is where the Manitoulin Dolostone shows up, and 

although it’s  also  dolostone,  it is definitely quite different in 

other geological respects.  You actually have to go out and 

hunt for it, and it occurs in thin, flat layers, not huge head-

lands. 

The best place to see it as an extended cliff is on the east slope of the 

valley when you drive down Bowles Hill.  Look across the valley and you’ll 

see a shorter cliff, like a flat, broken line through the trees north and 

south of the hydro towers, from about km. 49.4 to km. 52.4 of the Bruce 

Trail.  The trail here goes mostly right along the lip of this cliff, except for 

looping up around the hydro towers and back down. 

 

The Manitoulin Cliff from Bowles Hill  

The Manitoulin Dolostone was also 

laid down in that warm tropical 

sea, a few million years later,  but 

in thin flat layers, part of the delta 

extending west over vast swaths of 

central southern Ontario.  To have 

a  closer  look at  it,  you might stop 

at the small flowerpot on the north side of Indian Creek (approx. km. 13.1) or the cliff on the west 

side of Mill Creek valley (km. 29.4).  It is an extra hard limestone (enriched with magnesium), so it 

does resist erosion, but as a geological layer it is not nearly as dominant or thick as the huge high 

cliffs of the Amabel Dolostone.  The Manitoulin cliff is therefore much shorter than the big Amabel 

cliffs.  

You can also see Manitoulin dolostone in identical very thin layers as you rise up onto the plateau of 

Loree Forest about km. 4.2, near the farthest northeast start of the Beaver Valley section.  The 

Loree Forest plateau is virtually flat, the flat top being that Manitoulin Dolostone.  The trail follows 

the top of the low cliff around Loree Forest, but if you could drop over the edge and look back up, 

you’d be looking at the Manitoulin ‘scarp’. 

                   Stepping up to Loree Forest 

      Sly Flowerpot 
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To give a further idea of how wide an area spanned by this Formation, 

one more spot you can see this is the hill you drive up to visit Irish Moun-

tain Lookout, just before the army base northwest of Meaford.  The ex-

posed cliff forming the rock cut on your left as you drive up the hill is the 

Manitoulin Formation. 

Although the Manitoulin Formation is usually buried below the high Ama-

bel cliffs, the only place I can think of where you can see these two for-

mations one virtually on top of the other in the Beaver Valley is at Pinna-

cle Rock.  Here the Amabel cliffs are very obvious as you approach from 

the north; you’re walking on top of them.  Pinnacle Rock itself is Amabel 

Dolostone.  But once you get down the hill to the small waterfall, it flows 

over the thin flat layers of the Manitoulin Formation.  

 

Approaching Irish Mountain Lookout 

 

Richardson Falls below Pinnacle Rock 

The Manitoulin Dolostone also crops up in several other 

waterfalls in the valley.  Although the big waterfall at Eu-

genia is falling over the top escarpment layer, that thick 

Amabel Dolostone, Webwood Falls is falling over the much 

thinner layers of the Manitoulin Formation.  This is also the 

case at Indian Falls, northwest of Owen Sound.   

 

Webwood Falls 

At these falls you can also see the older layer down in the 

geological sequence at the base of Webwood Falls (or Indi-

an Falls), first a bluish grey layer and then the usual red-

dish layer of the easily eroded Queenston Shale at base of 

the falls. 

So next year when you’re out hiking, watch for these two 

very different rock layers and see if you can distinguish the 

two ‘scarps’ of the Niagara Escarpment here in the valley.  

Remember, if you can’t see it as you hike along on top of 

the big Amabel cliffs, that just means it’s a hidden geologi-

cal layer deep below your feet.  And this winter, try to 

work in a drive down Bowles Hill, watching for the Mani-

toulin ‘scarp’ in front of you on the east side of the valley 

when it’s not obscured by the trees. 

                                                                                             Stew 

              Be a Stewardship Detective! 

Would you like to be a 'Stewardship Detective'?  The Beaver 
Valley Club is looking for members who might like to go explor-
ing and get familiar with the properties here in the Valley that 
we steward on behalf of the BTC.   This is a chance to go off-trail 
and find out what these remarkable properties we have helped 
conserve are really like.   Maps, air photos, high-tech tools and 
personal guidance are available along the way. 

The fact is that we need to continue to build a “corporate 
memory” of these properties, so that at least two or three peo-
ple are familiar with each property.  With the forced retirement 
of Stew Hilts and the upcoming retirement of Mike Osborn, it's 
important for us to get some more (and younger!) members 
involved.   

This exploration opportunity may appeal to some of our present 
Land Stewards and Trail Captains, but anyone is welcome to 
inquire. 

Contact Stew Hilts at 519-372-4604 or Mike Osborn at 519-538-
1866 if you are interested.  
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 Directors’ Corner 

Report from Bob Hann, Director of Trail Develop-
ment and Maintenance — December 2019 
 
         So … what have we done lately? 
Our last (August) report in Beaver Tales started by recognizing and 
thanking the “excellent group of Trail Captains and other volunteers 
who are willing to support the TC’s by giving considerable amounts of 
their time by serving on the mowing, whipper snipping, chainsaw and 
flying squad crews”.  

During the end of August and September our team outdid itself in fine-
tuning all our trails for two major hiking events.  

For instance, various work parties spent a couple of intensive weeks 
completing self-audits of the trails and taking remedial action before our 
Club’s End-to-End at the end of August.  Some members of our team 
actually ran the End-to-End, noting specific instances of how we could 
do even better! 

We then got our TCs and support crews to fix up every last one of the 
refinements needed in time for the Happy Trails Runners Marathon, a 
couple of weeks later in September.  Reports are that the participants in 
both events were very pleased with the condition of our club’s trails.  
Both the upside and the downside of this, of course:  they want to do it 
again next year. 

We also completed the considerable routine and special work 
(refreshing blazes, setting up winter reroutes and closures, etc.) re-
quired to make many trails safer for winter hikers.  As usual, special 
thanks go to the intrepid members of our chainsaw crew who continue 
to risk life and limb so the rest of us don’t have to. 

Trail Talk by Glenda Collings, Director of 

Trail Activities 

Chillin’ is thrillin’ !! 

Bears dive into dens,  groundhogs hide in holes,  and bats 
cuddle in caves during our Ontario winters, but hikers snap 
on snowshoes and head for the trail.  Here in the Beaver 
Valley we enjoy numerous treks in the pristine snow of the 
woods, sometimes seeking out frozen waterfalls, or the 
wondrous views from the top of the escarpment.  It’s a 
different world from the valley in the summer! 

We love it so much we’ve even crated a badge challenge 
(lovingly named the Berserker Beaver) to tempt others out 
into the snow.  http://beavervalleybrucetrail.org/hikes/
badges.html 

 It’s a great workout, the outings are generally shorter than 
summer hikes and everyone is welcome, from beginners to 
pros.  It’s a good time to enjoy the silence of a fresh snowfall 
or test your knowledge of critter tracks.   Some tips for a safe 
trek:  Blazes can be hidden by snow on tree trunks, so keep 
your “map and app” handy to stay on the trail.  As crevices 
and creeks are often hidden by snow, it’s best to go out on a 
part of the trail you know well, or join one of our guided 
outings.  Check out our hike calendar.  https://
hikes.brucetrail.org/ecwd_calendar/beaver-valley/   You 
may come across a fallen tree on the trail mid winter making 
a short detour necessary.  These will be removed once our 
chain saw crew can get out in the spring.  As always, dress in 
layers for the weather, and carry water and snacks. 

Come on out, folks!  Winter trails are waiting for you! 

What to expect?  

The last issue of the Bruce Trail Magazine says trail maintenance is not done in the winter.  And yet, TD &M never sleeps!   Examples in-
clude: 

The planning and implementation of a major reroute to end the annual winter closure of the trail at the Beaver Valley Ski Club.  With the 
co-operation of the Ski Club and the Friends of the Kimberley Forest, we hope to have a new alternative route open early in 2020. 

Planning at least two major reroutes.  The BTC has acquired a number of key properties recently.  We are intending to be ready by the 
Spring with work parties to reroute a number of trails over those properties to take the hikers off some very busy main roads. 

Stew Hilts Side Trail Phase II and Hoggs Falls. Although the obtaining of the necessary approvals is our initial focus, we are determined to 
move ahead on both projects. 

New Outreach programs. We are also going to get moving again on our efforts to begin a “Junior Trail Captain” program and a stronger 
liaison with one of the local schools’ student programs. 

Changes to the Team 

One of the saddest parts of a Trail Director’s job is to hear that a much-valued Trail Captain wishes to move on to other pursuits.  During 
the last few months we lost the Trail Captains for 12 trail sections.  I know you will all join me in thanking and wishing all the best to: Steve 
Griffiths, Joe Killoran, Peter Ryan, John Doyle, Bev Falco, Paul Corfield and Sabina and Tim Richardson.  We will miss them – although some 
of them have merely switched jobs within the Club. 

However, very strong contenders were waiting to fill each and every vacancy.  They are a happy mixture of veteran BTC volunteers and 
those new to the Club; long-time residents of the area and newbies; seasoned life veterans and (relative) youngsters.  We all welcome as 
new Trail Captains:  Jim Oliver, Sal Leppard, Ron and Marlene Billings, Ed and Dale Stedman, Frank Cantoni, Karen Holand, Arianna Vegter, 
Hanna Minett, Mike Vanstone, Ben and Stephanie Minett, Barb Minett, Brian Ostrow, and Dave Walker.   

http://beavervalleybrucetrail.org/hikes/badges.html
http://beavervalleybrucetrail.org/hikes/badges.html
https://hikes.brucetrail.org/ecwd_calendar/beaver-valley/
https://hikes.brucetrail.org/ecwd_calendar/beaver-valley/
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Bucky Beaver Changed Our Landscape 

by Fred Young 

Bucky Beaver arrived on our property in 1972, about four years after our arrival in 1968. We had purchased 100 acres of land with 
a large woodlot, an old abandoned house and barn, 45 acres of pasture, a small stream, and no electricity.  It was located on Side-
road 19 just west of Epping, on Grey Road 7 in the Beaver Valley.  The former owner used the stream to fill a small pond he had 
made to hold water for his herd of 40 Herefords.  We agreed to have his herd use the pasture and pond while we were renovating 
the old farmhouse, which we found was built way back in 1874. 

After his arrival, it wasn’t long before Bucky began building dams on our little stream.  At first it was small dams across the stream, 
then bigger ones as the stream widened, and then a really big one about 200 feet long and seven feet high, which created a ten-
acre pond and a large stream flowing east down the hill to the Beaver River, a vertical drop of some 800 feet.  In its wake it had 
drowned hundreds of cedar trees, and its flow on one occasion washed out the Sideroad 19 culvert.  On the other hand, it attract-
ed large flocks of ducks, geese, and other wildlife such as deer, coyotes and then hunters. 

The hunters we did not want, and we reported their invasions.  On one occasion the Game Warden and his partner were nearby 
and within minutes of my phone call, caught two hunters, holding one in a Full Nelson neck-hold as they dragged him away.  An-
other hunter my grandson and I met at the pond had an Italian accent and asked for permission to hunt on the pond.  I declined his 
request.  The next weekend, we found a large bag of goodies at our front door – two bottles of wine, a large selection of cheeses, 
and several pastries, along with his calling card.  

We really felt that by putting a big hole in the big dam, we could drain the pond and it would disperse Bucky and his friends.  It was 
no easy task to put a big hole in the dam, as I soon found out.  I took an axe and shovel to the centre of the dam and removed large 
logs, creating a hole of about four feet wide and three feet down which let out a torrent of water and almost took me with it.  Be-
ing exhausted, I decided I would stop for the day and continue my plan to go to the very bottom of the dam in the morning.  The 
next day I returned to the big hole in the dam only to find that it was completely filled in with branches and logs to the very top of 
the dam.  It sure didn’t take Bucky very long to repair that dam. 

So what can I do next?  How about a backhoe, a bulldozer, or dynamite?  Who would be able to carry out these ideas?  Well, my 
neighbor farmer to the east had become quite concerned about flooding on his land, so he asked if I would agree to have him blow 
up the dam with dynamite.  It was in late September when he did it, creating a really big hole.  The water was a torrent going down 
the hill towards the Beaver River.  On its way, it went through a corn field and wiped out most of the crop.  This resulted in a law-
suit for $10,000 by the landowner for the damages.  His lawyer was friend of mine who did not plan to sue me too.  That was too 
close for comfort. 

By the next spring, I had read about a new idea that might work to drain the pond.  Build a square pipe with wood using 1-inch pine 
12 inches wide and 16 feet long, with both ends covered with wood and leave a large hole on the bottom of the pipe at each end 
for the water to flow in and out.  It sure seemed it would work, because Bucky could not plug these holes.  Well, I proceeded to 
build this pipe.  I had it all ready by the end of the weekend, dragged it out to the dam site and left it next to the pond so it would 
be all ready for the installation.  The next weekend, I returned to where I had left the wooden pipe next to the pond and it was 
gone!  Where did it go?  Where could it go?  It was a really heavy piece of material. Carefully I scanned the pond, and there it was 
floating way out in the very middle of the pond.  How the beavers ever moved it from its spot on the land to the water is still a mys-
tery.  That was when I decided to abandon my plan to drain the pond.  I accepted the fact that Bucky Beaver knew how to save his 
dam and protect his 10-acre pond.  He won the battle!   

Today, I give credit to Bucky for what he did.  We have enjoyed for many years a beautiful water habitat for a great number ducks, 
geese, deer, coyotes and many other wild animals.  In the past two years, we discovered that we now have a habitat for two new 
birds – big birds for our area – the Sandhill Cranes and the Great White Egrets.  They are now nesting in his ponds.  Thank you, 
Bucky! 
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             Dan Welsh Memorial Hike 

A memorial hike is planned in memory of Dan Welsh, hiker 
known to many of us, and longtime member of the BTC who 
loved hiking in the Beaver Valley.   
 
Please contact Cheryl Mitchell (musclesmitchell@yahoo.ca) for 
further information on details of the hike.  Cheryl sends this 
along: 

 
A Memorial Hike will be held on Tuesday 
March 17, 2020 to honour the life of our 
friend, Dan Welsh.  The hike is intended to 
finish the section of the E2E hike on the Iro-
quoia section that Dan was unable to complete 
on the day of his passing.   
 
The hike will include a Memorial Badge that 
depicts a bluebird, reflecting Dan’s passion 
and hard work to restore the eastern bluebird 
population in southern Ontario, as well as his 
life’s “E2E”.   
 
The badges will be available for sale to all 
whether you choose to attend the memorial 
hike or not.  It will be Dan’s last badge.  Pro-
ceeds from the badge will be put toward the 
memorial plaque we wish to place on the 
Bruce Trail in his memory.   
 
We ask those who attend to come in Dan at-
tire: blue jeans, plaid shirt and baseball cap. 
More details will be available in the New Year.   
 
In future years, the Memorial Hike will be 
held annually on Dan's birthday (January 11). 

mailto:musclesmitchell@yahoo.ca
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DAZZLING OPPORTUNITIES 
AWAIT YOU! 

Members!  There are fabulous volunteer opportunities availa-
ble right now, at your very fingertips!  Yes, the volunteer work 
of your dreams is right here, in the Beaver Valley, with your 
friendly, neighbourhood Bruce Trail Club.   

Yes, whether you are picturing a few hours a year, a month, 
or a season … an envigourating outdoor romp with like-
minded trail and conservation nuts or a soul-sucking office job 
like … just kidding.  We don’t do office jobs so much.   

We can always use more “casual labour” out on the Trail and 
on the properties we steward.  And anyone with more 
knowledge and interest in the biological and conservationist 
side of things, consider joining our land stewardship team!   

Or just talk to Kelly Killoran about  your  interests, and you are 
sure to find a perfect match.   

Write to Kelly at breavervalleybruccetrail.org. 
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Have we “Ghosted” You?  

Last year around this time, we noted that many of our members had reported problems with receiving BTC membership 

renewals, E-Notes, newsletters, “Beaver Bytes” and other treasures of useful information, and we suggested a solution.   

  

Well, in the time since then, we are distressed to continue to hear from members things like, “I haven’t gotten a ‘Beaver 

Tales’ in over a year!”  or even “Am I still a member?”  The BTC computer system changes of a few years ago are still 

haunting some members. 

  

The only way to be sure you are getting everything you want, and nothing you don’t, is to update your Profile.  If you are 

any doubt at all about whether your Profile is right, please do this!   

  

Go to brucetrail.org and at top right, click on “Member Login”. Insert your username and password, and click on “Log In”.  

If your username and password are not current, update them following the instructions.   

  

Once you are logged in, go to “My Profile” (top right).  Click on “Manage newsletter subscriptions”. Ensure your email ad-

dress is correct, and tick off the items you wish to receive.  (The items you may wish to receive include the Bruce Trail Con-

servancy E-News, Trail Change Notices, “Beaver Tales”, “Beaver Bytes”, and the very occasional urgent email update from 

our Club.)  Then click on “Update”.  Return to “Member Login” and ensure the remainder of your information is correct, 

then click on “Save”. 

  

N.B.  One thing we STILL wish we could change – but we can’t – is that material sent out to “family memberships” can only 

go to one person’s email.  We hate this too.  Until saner heads prevail, make your partner share, or switch email addresses 

on your Profile!   

 

         Please be sure to report any continuing problems to the BVBTC or the BTC, or (preferably) both. 
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